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of honor; a post for which, Napoleon added, he was
exactly suited. Until he was appointed, he added,
we were dupes of Austria. In less than a fortnight
M. de Narbonne had seen through everything, and
Metternich was greatly annoyed by this appointment.
Yet, said the Emperor, how complicated fate is! It
was, perhaps, the very success of M. de Narbonne
that wrought my ruin. His abilities were at any rate
rather injurious to me than useful; for Austria, seeing
that she was found out, threw aside her mask and
hastened her action. Had we been blinder, she would
have been more reserved, and slower. She would
have prolonged for some time her natural indecision,
and meanwhile other chances might have arisen."

Let us now hastily run over the most important
despatches of the Count of Narbonne which we have
examined in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs ; they are mainly unpublished.

The new Ambassador wrote to the Duke of Bassano,
March 22,1813: "Your ExceUency will, I hope, for-
give me, if in these first moments after my arrival,
which are necessarily taken up by duties and cares of
every sort, my correspondence is far less useful than
that of my predecessor. I can only speak of my
presentation to their Majesties and to the members
of the Imperial family. Externally everything went
off in the most decorous way, and my first audience
with the Emperor, who treated me with the utmost
kindness, had, outside of his genuine interest in the
health and happiness of his august son-in-law, no